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Parashah 12: Vayechi (He lived). Genesis 47:28-50:26;1 Kings 2:1-12; Acts 7:9-16; Hebrews 

11:21-22; 1 Peter 1:3-9; 2:11-17 

 Portion outline:  

Gen 47:28  And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so the whole age of 

Jacob was an hundred forty and seven years.  

Gen 47:29  And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, 

and said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under 

my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt:  

Gen 47:30  But I will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury 

me in their buryingplace. And he said, I will do as thou hast said.  

Gen 47:31  And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. And Israel bowed 

himself upon the bed's head.  

Jacob Blesses Ephraim and Manasseh 

Gen 48:1  And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father 

is sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.  

Gen 48:2  And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee: and 

Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed.  

Gen 48:3  And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the 

land of Canaan, and blessed me,  

Gen 48:4  And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will 

make of thee a multitude of people; and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an 

everlasting possession.  

Gen 48:5  And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in 

the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, 

they shall be mine.  

Gen 48:6  And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be thine, and shall be 

called after the name of their brethren in their inheritance.  

Gen 48:7  And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of 

Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: and I 

buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem.  

Gen 48:8  And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these?  

Gen 48:9  And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me 

in this place. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless them.  
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Gen 48:10  Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And he 

brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them.  

Gen 48:11  And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, God 

hath shewed me also thy seed.  

Gen 48:12  And Joseph brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed himself 

with his face to the earth.  

Gen 48:13  And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left 

hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought them near 

unto him.  

Gen 48:14  And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who 

was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for 

Manasseh was the firstborn.  

Gen 48:15  And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham 

and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day,  

Gen 48:16  The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name 

be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow 

into a multitude in the midst of the earth.  

Gen 48:17  And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of 

Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's 

head unto Manasseh's head.  

Gen 48:18  And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put 

thy right hand upon his head.  

Gen 48:19  And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall 

become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be 

greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations.  

Gen 48:20  And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God 

make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh.  

Gen 48:21  And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall be with you, and 

bring you again unto the land of your fathers.  

Gen 48:22  Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I took 

out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow.  

Jacob Blesses His Sons 

Gen 49:1  And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I 

may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days.  
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Gen 49:2  Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto 

Israel your father.  

Gen 49:3  Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the 

excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power:  

Gen 49:4  Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy 

father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch.  

Gen 49:5  Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations.  

Gen 49:6  O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, 

be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they digged 

down a wall.  

Gen 49:7  Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will 

divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.  

Gen 49:8  Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the 

neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee.  

Gen 49:9  Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped 

down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up?  

Gen 49:10  The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his 

feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.  

Gen 49:11  Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he 

washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes:  

Gen 49:12  His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk.  

Gen 49:13  Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of 

ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon.  

Gen 49:14  Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens:  

Gen 49:15  And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed 

his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute.  

Gen 49:16  Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel.  

Gen 49:17  Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse 

heels, so that his rider shall fall backward.  

Gen 49:18  I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD.  

Gen 49:19  Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last.  

Gen 49:20  Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties.  

Gen 49:21  Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.  
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Gen 49:22  Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run 

over the wall:  

Gen 49:23  The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him:  

Gen 49:24  But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong 

by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of 

Israel:)  

Gen 49:25  Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who 

shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, 

blessings of the breasts, and of the womb:  

Gen 49:26  The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my 

progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of 

Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren.  

Gen 49:27  Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at 

night he shall divide the spoil.  

Jacob's Death and Burial 

Gen 49:28  All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that their father spake 

unto them, and blessed them; every one according to his blessing he blessed them.  

Gen 49:29  And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my 

people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,  

Gen 49:30  In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the 

land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a 

possession of a buryingplace.  

Gen 49:31  There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and 

Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah.  

Gen 49:32  The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was from the children 

of Heth.  

Gen 49:33  And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up 

his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people.  

Gen 50:1  And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed him.  

Gen 50:2  And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father: and 

the physicians embalmed Israel.  

Gen 50:3  And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of those which 

are embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned for him threescore and ten days.  
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Gen 50:4  And when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spake unto the house of 

Pharaoh, saying, If now I have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of 

Pharaoh, saying,  

Gen 50:5  My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged 

for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, I pray 

thee, and bury my father, and I will come again.  

Gen 50:6  And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy father, according as he made thee 

swear.  

Gen 50:7  And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him went up all the servants of 

Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt,  

Gen 50:8  And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his father's house: only their 

little ones, and their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen.  

Gen 50:9  And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen: and it was a very 

great company.  

Gen 50:10  And they came to the threshingfloor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and 

there they mourned with a great and very sore lamentation: and he made a mourning for 

his father seven days.  

Gen 50:11  And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in 

the floor of Atad, they said, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the 

name of it was called Abelmizraim, which is beyond Jordan.  

Gen 50:12  And his sons did unto him according as he commanded them:  

Gen 50:13  For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave 

of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought with the field for a possession of a 

buryingplace of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre.  

Gen 50:14  And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went up 

with him to bury his father, after he had buried his father.  

God's Good Purposes 

Gen 50:15  And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, 

Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did 

unto him.  

Gen 50:16  And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command 

before he died, saying,  

Gen 50:17  So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy 

brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the 
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trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto 

him.  

Gen 50:18  And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, 

Behold, we be thy servants.  

Gen 50:19  And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God?  

Gen 50:20  But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to 

bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.  

Gen 50:21  Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he 

comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.  

The Death of Joseph 

Gen 50:22  And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house: and Joseph lived an 

hundred and ten years.  

Gen 50:23  And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation: the children also 

of Machir the son of Manasseh were brought up upon Joseph's knees.  

Gen 50:24  And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and 

bring you out of this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 

Jacob.  

Gen 50:25  And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit 

you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence.  

Gen 50:26  So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed 

him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.  

 

David's Instructions to Solomon 

1Ki 2:1  Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged Solomon 

his son, saying,  

1Ki 2:2  I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man;  

1Ki 2:3  And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his 

statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written 

in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever 

thou turnest thyself:  

1Ki 2:4  That the LORD may continue his word which he spake concerning me, saying, If 

thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with 

all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel.  
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1Ki 2:5  Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what 

he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto 

Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the 

blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his 

feet.  

1Ki 2:6  Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not his hoar head go down to the 

grave in peace.  

1Ki 2:7  But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of 

those that eat at thy table: for so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom thy 

brother.  

1Ki 2:8  And, behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, 

which cursed me with a grievous curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim: but he came 

down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the LORD, saying, I will not put thee to 

death with the sword.  

1Ki 2:9  Now therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou art a wise man, and knowest what 

thou oughtest to do unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood.  

The Death of David 

1Ki 2:10  So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David.  

1Ki 2:11  And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years 

reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem.  

1Ki 2:12  Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was 

established greatly.  

 

Act 7:9  And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with 

him,  

Act 7:10  And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favour and wisdom in 

the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his 

house.  

Act 7:11  Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and Chanaan, and great 

affliction: and our fathers found no sustenance.  

Act 7:12  But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers 

first.  

Act 7:13  And at the second time Joseph was made known to his brethren; and Joseph's 

kindred was made known unto Pharaoh.  
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Act 7:14  Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to him, and all his kindred, 

threescore and fifteen souls.  

Act 7:15  So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers,  

Act 7:16  And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre that Abraham 

bought for a sum of money of the sons of Emmor the father of Sychem.  

 

Heb 11:21  By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and 

worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.  

Heb 11:22  By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children 

of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones.  

 

1Pe 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 

abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead,  

1Pe 1:4  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 

reserved in heaven for you,  

1Pe 1:5  Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time.  

1Pe 1:6  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 

heaviness through manifold temptations:  

1Pe 1:7  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 

though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the 

appearing of Jesus Christ:  

1Pe 1:8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet 

believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:  

1Pe 1:9  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.  

 

1Pe 2:11  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 

lusts, which war against the soul;  

1Pe 2:12  Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they 

speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, 

glorify God in the day of visitation.  
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Submission to Authority 

1Pe 2:13  Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be 

to the king, as supreme;  

1Pe 2:14  Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of 

evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.  

1Pe 2:15  For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the 

ignorance of foolish men:  

1Pe 2:16  As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the 

servants of God.  

1Pe 2:17  Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.  

 

Who is Shiloh? 

The New Messianic Version translates Genesis 49:10 as: The sceptre shall not depart 

from Y’hudah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh (Place of Rest) come; 

and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.  

 

Shiloh is translated as ‘place of rest’. This is a very good description of the Messiah. 

According to Israel’s sages, ‘until he comes’ (or, until Shiloh arrives) is to be understood 

as ‘until the Messiah arrives’. According to a midrash, Shiloh’s arrival signifies the coming 

of King Messiah.  

 

Genesis 49:10 stands as one of the most widely accepted Messianic prophesies in 

Judaism. Whereas certain passages are considered by traditional Jewish scholarship as 

non-messianic, Jacob’s prediction of Messiah’s kingship is not. The prayer book (siddur) 

shows this: ‘The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a scholar from among his 

descendants until Shiloh arrives and his will be an assemblage of the nations.’ Rashi 

notes that the phrase ‘until Shiloh arrives’ is in reference to the coming Messiah to whom 

the kingdom of Adonai belongs. In his commentary on Torah, Rashi states that all will 

bring gifts to the Messiah, who is to be revered.  

In the Messiah in the Old Testament, Walter C. Kaiser writes, ‘Two things are foretold in 

this verse: the tribe of Judah will not cease to exist as a people, and Judah willhave a 

government of its own until the Messiah appears.’ The word until takes on an inclusive 

nature to suggest Judah’s rule will be worldwide and ‘will reach up to the coming of Shiloh 
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and beyond.’ He continues: Thus Judah will continue to govern until Messiah comes. 

Shiloh is best understood, therefore, as a cryptic but shorthand form of a personal name 

for the Messiah. While some may object… it can be shown that there is an old Jewish 

tradition going back to the Targum of Onkelos that reads, ‘until Messiah come,’ whereas 

the Jerusalem Targum reads, ‘until the time King Messiah shall come.’ Thus, we are more 

than justified in concluding that this verse is a messianic text that adds to Messiah’s 

credentials the fact that he will govern, not only the nation of Israel, but all the nations of 

the world. Other sources have this interpretation. The word ‘until’ does not mean that 

Judah’s ascendancy will end with the coming of Messiah. The sense of the verse is that 

once Messiah begins to reign, Judah’s blessing of kingship will become fully realized and 

go to an even higher plateau. At that time all the nations will assemble to acknowledge 

his greatness and pay homage to him.  

 

The Midrash explains that the word Shiloh is a composite of the words      לו  'ש    ‘a gift to 

him’. This is a reference to the King Messiah, to whom all nations will bring gifts. This 

verse is a primary Torah source for the belief that the Messiah will come, and the rabbis 

always referred to it in the Middle Ages, when they were forced to debate with clerics of 

other religions.  

 

the Qumran community interpreted Gen 49:10 in a messianic way. C. F. Keil and F. 

Delitzsch, The Pentateuch (Commentary on the Old Testament), 1:397, state that “the 

entire Jewish synagogue and the whole Christian Church” were in “perfect agreement” 

that the patriarch was “here proclaiming the coming of the Messsiah.” 

 

The Hebrew form ילֹה  is a major interpretive problem. There are at least four (shiloh) שִׁ

major options (with many variations and less likely alternatives):  

(1) Some prefer to leave the text as it is, reading “Shiloh” and understanding it as the 

place where the ark rested for a while in the time of the Judges.  

(2) By repointing the text others arrive at the translation “until the [or “his”] ruler comes,” a 

reference to a Davidic ruler or the Messiah. 

 (3) Another possibility that does not require emendation of the consonantal text, but only 

repointing, is “until tribute is brought to him” (so NEB, JPS, NRSV), which has the 

advantage of providing good parallelism with the following line, “the nations will obey 

him.”  
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(4) The interpretation followed in the present translation, “to whom it [belongs]” (so RSV, 

NIV, REB), is based on the ancient versions. Again, this would refer to the Davidic 

dynasty or, ultimately, to the Messiah. 

 

However, if we read the text in context, we can clearly see that this verse and paragraph 

speaks of the Messiah. We read of: 

• Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise-To God belong the praise and 

the Son will be lifted up and glorified by the Father 

• thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies-The enemies of the Messiah will be 

crushed  

• thy father's children shall bow down before thee-Israel is God’s son and Israel will 

acknowledge Christ as the Messiah in the end times 

• Judah is a lion's whelp, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion-Christ is the Lion 

of Judah 

• The sceptre shall not depart from Judah-The Messiah’s reign will continue forever 

• nor a lawgiver from between his feet-The Messiah is known as the Torah and 

Word 

• unto him shall the gathering of the people be-All will be gathered around the Son 

• Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine-Christ 

entered Jerusalem on a colt 

• he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes-In 

Revelation He is seen with His robe dipped in blood 

• His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk-His eyes are like fire. 

A possible Akkadian cognate suggests it means “dark”. The LXX interprets it as 

“glisten.” We should not see it as someone who had to much to drink or a verse to 

say that He will drink wine. That will be a misinterpretation.  

Thus we can clearly see a picture of the Messiah. He is from the tribe of Judah, not the 

Levitical priesthood, but born as a King, He took the Priesthood over from John through 

the baptism, which is something to discuss on another occasion. You are born as a king, 

but priesthood are transferred from a Priest to the other.  

Shalom Blessings 

Pastor Venessa Holtzhausen 

 


