
Postnet Suite 46 

Private Bag X2, Diamond, 8305 

081 270 1799 

www.vhministry.net 

vhministry@outlook.com  

1 | V a y i s h l a c h  1 4  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9  

 

Parashah 11: •Vayigash ( ויגש | He approached) 

• Torah: Genesis 44:18-47:27 

• Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28 

• Gospel: Acts 7:9-16 

 Portion outline:  

Gen 44:18  Then Judah came near unto him and said, Oh my lord, let thy slave, I pray 

thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy slave; for 

thou art even as Pharaoh.  

Gen 44:19  My lord asked his slaves, saying, Have ye a father or a brother?  

Gen 44:20  And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old man, and a young man of 

his old age, yet a lad; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, and his 

father loves him.  

Gen 44:21  And thou didst say unto thy slaves, Bring him down unto me that I may set my 

eyes upon him.  

Gen 44:22  And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his father; for if he should 

leave his father, his father would die.  

Gen 44:23  And thou didst say unto thy slaves, Unless your youngest brother comes 

down with you, ye shall see my face no more.  

Gen 44:24  And it came to pass when we came up unto thy slave my father, we told him 

the words of my lord.  

Gen 44:25  And our father said, Go again and buy us a little food.  

Gen 44:26  And we said, We cannot go down; if our youngest brother is with us, then will 

we go down; for we may not see the man's face unless our youngest brother is with us.  

Gen 44:27  Then thy slave my father said unto us, Ye know that my wife bore me two 

sons;  

Gen 44:28  and the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in pieces, and I 

have not seen him since;  

Gen 44:29  and if ye take this one also from me and some disaster should befall him, ye 

shall bring my gray hairs with sorrow down to Sheol.  

Gen 44:30  Now therefore when I come to thy slave my father, and the lad is not with us, 

seeing that his soul is bound up in the lad's soul,  
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Gen 44:31  it shall come to pass when he sees that the lad is not with us, that he will die: 

and thy slaves shall bring the gray hairs of thy slave our father down with sorrow to 

Sheol.  

Gen 44:32  For thy slave became surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him 

not unto thee, then I shall bear the sin before my father for ever.  

Gen 44:33  Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy slave remain instead of the lad as a bond 

slave to my lord, and let the lad go up with his brethren.  

Gen 44:34  For how shall I go up to my father and the lad not be with me? I cannot go lest 

I see the evil that shall come on my father.  

Joseph Provides for His Brothers and Family 

Gen 45:1  Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all those that stood by him, and 

he cried, Cause everyone to go out from me. And no one stood with him while Joseph 

made himself known unto his brethren.  

Gen 45:2  And he wept aloud; and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard.  

Gen 45:3  And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; does my father yet live? And 

his brethren could not answer him, for they were terrified at his presence.  

Gen 45:4  Then Joseph said unto his brethren, Now come near to me, I pray you. And 

they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.  

Gen 45:5  Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves that ye sold me here, 

for God sent me before you for life.  

Gen 45:6  For these two years the famine has been in the land, and yet there are five 

years in which there shall neither be plowing nor harvest.  

Gen 45:7  And God sent me before you that you might remain in the earth and that you 

might be given life by great liberty.  

Gen 45:8  So now it was not you that sent me here, but God; and he has made me as a 

father to Pharaoh and lord of all his house and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.  

Gen 45:9  Make haste and go up to my father and say unto him: Thus saith thy son 

Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down unto me, tarry not.  

Gen 45:10  And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, 

thou and thy sons and thy sons' sons and thy herds and thy cows and all that thou hast.  

Gen 45:11  And there I will nourish thee, for yet there are five years of famine, lest thou 

and thy household and all that thou hast perish of poverty.  

Gen 45:12  And, behold, your eyes see and the eyes of my brother Benjamin that it is my 

mouth that speaks unto you.  
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Gen 45:13  And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt and of all that ye have 

seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my father here.  

Gen 45:14  And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin wept 

upon his neck.  

Gen 45:15  Moreover he kissed all his brethren and wept upon them, and after that his 

brethren talked with him.  

Gen 45:16  And the fame of this was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's 

brethren have come; and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his slaves.  

Gen 45:17  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, Do this: lade your 

beasts and go, return unto the land of Canaan  

Gen 45:18  and take your father and your households and come unto me; and I will give 

you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.  

Gen 45:19  Now thou art commanded, do this: take wagons out of the land of Egypt for 

your little ones and for your wives and bring your father and come.  

Gen 45:20  Also regard not your stuff, for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours.  

Gen 45:21  And the sons of Israel did so, and Joseph gave them wagons, according to 

the commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provisions for the way.  

Gen 45:22  To each one of them all he gave changes of clothing; but to Benjamin he 

gave three hundred pieces of silver and five changes of clothing.  

Gen 45:23  And to his father he sent after this manner: ten asses laden with the best of 

Egypt and ten she asses laden with wheat and bread and food for his father on the way.  

Gen 45:24  So he sent his brethren away, and they departed. And he said unto them, See 

that ye do not fight along the way.  

Gen 45:25  And they went up out of Egypt and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob, 

their father,  

Gen 45:26  and told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is lord over all the land of 

Egypt. And his heart fainted, for he did not believe them.  

Gen 45:27  And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them; and 

when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob, their 

father, revived:  

Gen 45:28  Then Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see 

him before I die.  

Joseph Brings His Family to Egypt 
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Gen 46:1  And Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba and 

offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac.  

Gen 46:2  And God spoke unto Israel in visions of the night and said, Jacob, Jacob. And 

he said, Here am I.  

Gen 46:3  And he said, I am the God, the God of thy father; fear not to go down into 

Egypt; for there I will make of thee a great people.  

Gen 46:4  I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again; 

and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes.  

Gen 46:5  And Jacob rose up from Beersheba, and the sons of Israel took Jacob their 

father and their little ones and their wives in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry 

him.  

Gen 46:6  And they took their cattle and their goods which they had gotten in the land of 

Canaan and came into Egypt, Jacob and all his seed with him,  

Gen 46:7  his sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters, 

and all his seed he brought with him into Egypt.  

Gen 46:8  And these are the names of the sons of Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob 

and his sons: Reuben, Jacob's firstborn.  

Gen 46:9  And the sons of Reuben: Enoch, Phallu, Hezron, and Carmi.  

Gen 46:10  And the sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Saul the 

son of a Canaanite woman.  

Gen 46:11  And the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.  

Gen 46:12  And the sons of Judah: Er and Onan and Shelah and Pharez and Zerah; but 

Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. And the sons of Pharez were Hezron and 

Hamul.  

Gen 46:13  And the sons of Issachar: Tola, Phuvah, Job, and Shimron.  

Gen 46:14  And the sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel.  

Gen 46:15  These are the sons of Leah, whom she bore unto Jacob in Padanaram, with 

his daughter Dinah; all the souls of his sons and his daughters were thirty-three.  

Gen 46:16  And the sons of Gad: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.  

Gen 46:17  And the sons of Asher: Jimnah, Ishuah, Isui, Beriah, and Serah, their sister. 

The sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel.  

Gen 46:18  These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter, and 

these she gave birth unto Jacob: sixteen souls.  

Gen 46:19  The sons of Rachel, Jacob's wife: Joseph and Benjamin.  



Postnet Suite 46 

Private Bag X2, Diamond, 8305 

081 270 1799 

www.vhministry.net 

vhministry@outlook.com  

5 | V a y i s h l a c h  1 4  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9  

 

Gen 46:20  And unto Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, 

whom Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priest of On gave birth unto him.  

Gen 46:21  And the sons of Benjamin were Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, 

Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard.  

Gen 46:22  These are the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob, in all, fourteen souls.  

Gen 46:23  And the sons of Dan: Hushim.  

Gen 46:24  And the sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem.  

Gen 46:25  These are the sons of Bilhah, who Laban gave unto Rachel his daughter, and 

she gave birth to these unto Jacob; in all seven souls.  

Gen 46:26  All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, 

besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were sixty-six;  

Gen 46:27  and the sons of Joseph, who were born him in Egypt, were two souls. All the 

souls of the house of Jacob, who came into Egypt, were seventy.  

Jacob and Joseph Reunited 

Gen 46:28  And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen; 

and they came into the land of Goshen.  

Gen 46:29  And Joseph made ready his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father, to 

Goshen, and manifested himself unto him; and he fell on his neck and wept on his neck a 

good while.  

Gen 46:30  Then Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die since I have seen thy face 

because thou art yet alive.  

Gen 46:31  And Joseph said unto his brethren and unto his father's house, I will go up 

and tell Pharaoh and say unto him, My brethren and my father's house, who were in the 

land of Canaan, are come unto me;  

Gen 46:32  and the men are pastors of sheep, for their trade has been to feed livestock; 

and they have brought their sheep and their cows and all that they have.  

Gen 46:33  And it shall come to pass when Pharaoh shall call you and shall say, What is 

your occupation?  

Gen 46:34  Then ye shall say, Thy slaves' trade has been about livestock from our youth 

even until now, both we and also our fathers, that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for 

every pastor of sheep is an abomination unto the Egyptians.  

Jacob's Family Settles in Goshen 
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Gen 47:1  Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh and said, My father and my brethren and 

their sheep and their cows and all that they have are come out of the land of Canaan; 

and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen.  

Gen 47:2  And of the least of his brethren he took five men and presented them unto 

Pharaoh.  

Gen 47:3  And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your occupation? And they said 

unto Pharaoh, Thy slaves are pastors of sheep, both we and also our fathers.  

Gen 47:4  They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we come, for 

thy slaves have no pasture for their sheep, for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan; 

now therefore, we pray thee, let thy slaves dwell in the land of Goshen.  

Gen 47:5  And Pharaoh spoke unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren are come 

unto thee;  

Gen 47:6  the land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land make thy father and 

brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them dwell; and if thou knowest any men of 

valour among them, then make them rulers over my livestock.  

Gen 47:7  And Joseph brought in Jacob his father and set him before Pharaoh; and 

Jacob blessed Pharaoh.  

Gen 47:8  And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou?  

Gen 47:9  And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are one 

hundred and thirty years; few and evil have the days of the years of my life been and 

have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their 

pilgrimage.  

Gen 47:10  And Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from before Pharaoh.  

Gen 47:11  Thus Joseph placed his father and his brethren and gave them a possession 

in the land of Egypt in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had 

commanded.  

Gen 47:12  And Joseph nourished his father and his brethren, and all his father's 

household with bread, according to their families.  

Joseph and the Famine 

Gen 47:13  And there was no bread in all the land, for the famine was very sore, so that 

the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine.  

Gen 47:14  And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt 

and in the land of Canaan for the food which they bought from him; and Joseph brought 

the money into Pharaoh's house.  
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Gen 47:15  And when money failed in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the 

Egyptians came unto Joseph and said, Give us bread, for why should we die in thy 

presence for the money fails?  

Gen 47:16  And Joseph said, Give your livestock, and I will give you for your livestock if 

the money has failed.  

Gen 47:17  And they brought their livestock unto Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in 

exchange for horses and for the sheep and for the bovine livestock and for the asses, and 

he fed them with bread for all their livestock that year.  

Gen 47:18  When that year was ended, they came unto him the second year and said 

unto him, We will not hide it from my lord how that the money is gone; my lord also has 

our herds of cattle; there is not nothing left in the sight of my lord, but our bodies and our 

lands.  

Gen 47:19  Why shall we die before thine eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our 

land for bread, and we and our land will be slaves unto Pharaoh, and give us seed that 

we may live, and not die, that the land not be desolate.  

Gen 47:20  Then Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for each one of the 

Egyptians sold his field because the famine prevailed over them; so the land became 

Pharaoh's.  

Gen 47:21  And as for the people, he removed them to cities from one end of the borders 

of Egypt even to the other end thereof.  

Gen 47:22  Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had a portion 

assigned them of Pharaoh and ate their portion which Pharaoh gave them; therefore they 

did not sell their lands.  

Gen 47:23  Then Joseph said unto the people, Behold, I have bought you this day and 

your land for Pharaoh; behold, here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land.  

Gen 47:24  And it shall come to pass in the increase that ye shall give the fifth part unto 

Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own for seed of the field and for your food and for 

those of your households and for food for your little ones.  

Gen 47:25  And they said, Thou hast saved our lives; let us find grace in the sight of my 

lord that we might be Pharaoh's slaves.  

Gen 47:26  And Joseph made it a statute over the land of Egypt unto this day, that 

Pharaoh should have the fifth part; except the land of the priests only, which did not 

become Pharaoh's.  



Postnet Suite 46 

Private Bag X2, Diamond, 8305 

081 270 1799 

www.vhministry.net 

vhministry@outlook.com  

8 | V a y i s h l a c h  1 4  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 9  

 

Gen 47:27  Thus Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen; and they had 

possessions therein and grew and multiplied exceedingly.  

I Will Be Their God, They Shall Be My People 

Eze 37:15  And the word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,  

Eze 37:16  Thou, son of man, take one stick and write upon it: To Judah, and to the sons 

of Israel his companions; then take another stick and write upon it: To Joseph, the stick of 

Ephraim and to all the house of Israel his companions:  

Eze 37:17  and join them one to another that they might become one; and they shall be 

one in thy hand.  

Eze 37:18  And when the sons of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not 

show us what thou meanest by these?  

Eze 37:19  Say unto them, Thus hath the Lord GOD said: Behold, I take the stick of 

Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows and will put 

them with him, even with the stick of Judah and make them one stick, and they shall be 

one in my hand.  

Eze 37:20  And the sticks upon which thou dost write shall be in thine hand before their 

eyes.  

Eze 37:21  And thou shalt say unto them, Thus hath the Lord GOD said; Behold, I take 

the sons of Israel from among the Gentiles, where they be gone and will gather them on 

every side and bring them into their own land;  

Eze 37:22  and I will make them one nation in the land in the mountains of Israel; and one 

king shall be king to them all; and they shall no longer be two nations, neither shall they 

be divided into two kingdoms any more at all:  

Eze 37:23  neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with their 

abominations, nor with all their rebellions, but I will save them out of all their 

dwellingplaces, in which they have sinned and will cleanse them, so they shall be my 

people, and I will be their God.  

Eze 37:24  And David my slave shall be king over them; and they all shall have one 

shepherd; they shall also walk within my rights and keep my statutes and do them.  

Eze 37:25  And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my slave, in 

which your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they and their sons and 

their son's sons for ever; and my slave David shall be their prince for ever.  
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Eze 37:26  Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting 

covenant with them: and I will plant them and multiply them and will set my sanctuary in 

the midst of them for evermore.  

Eze 37:27  And my tabernacle shall be in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people.  

Eze 37:28  And the Gentiles shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel when my 

sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore.  

Act 7:9  And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt, but God was with 

him  

Act 7:10  and delivered him out of all his afflictions and gave him grace and wisdom in the 

sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house.  

Act 7:11  Now there came a famine over all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and great 

tribulation, and our fathers found no sustenance.  

Act 7:12  But when Jacob heard that there was wheat in Egypt, he sent our fathers the 

first time.  

Act 7:13  And in the second Joseph was made known to his brethren; and Joseph's 

lineage was made known unto Pharaoh.  

Act 7:14  Then Joseph sent and called his father Jacob unto him and all his kindred, 

seventy-five souls.  

Act 7:15  So Jacob went down into Egypt and died, he and our fathers,  

Act 7:16  who were carried over into Shechem and laid in the sepulchre that Abraham 

bought for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor of Shechem.  

 

Parallels: Was, Is and Is to Come 

By now we are well aware that Joseph was a type of Christ. He were send ahead of his 

brothers, paid a price, was sold to die, put into prison, his character was tested, in a land 

which was not his own, but came forth as a Redeemer, Provider and the Keeper of his 

brothers. 

Gen 47:2  And of the least of his brethren he took five men and presented them unto 

Pharaoh.  

Joseph took 5 of ‘his’ brothers and presented them before Pharaoh. This reminds me of 

Jesus Christ, our Yeshua, presenting the 5 fold-ministry and sending them into this world 

for His Kingdom and to equip.  
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Eph 4:11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 

some, pastors and teachers,  

Eph 4:12  for the perfecting of the saints in the work of the ministry, unto the edifying of 

the body of the Christ   

 

Gen 47:3  And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your occupation? And they said 

unto Pharaoh, Thy slaves are pastors of sheep, both we and also our fathers. 

Aren’t the children of God YHWH called sheep and the world goats? Aren’t Yeshua, 

Jesus Christ called ‘Shepherd’? 

 

Mat 25:32  and before him shall be gathered all nations; and he shall separate them one 

from another as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats, 

Mat 25:33  and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 

Joh 10:11  I AM the good shepherd; the good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. 

Joh 10:14  I AM the good shepherd, and know my sheep and am known of mine. 

 

Gen 47:4  They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we come; for 

thy servants have no pasture for their flocks; for the famine is sore in the land of Canaan: 

now therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen.  

 

They ‘sojourned’ in the land, thus making them sojourners. Egypt is not theirs.  ּגּור  (gur) is 

to dwell for a time. It is temporarily. Act_7:6  And God spake on this wise, That his seed 

should sojourn in a strange land; and that they should bring them into bondage, and 

entreat them evil four hundred years. 

This was just a stepping stone to the bigger vision of God YHWH for His people.  

What about us? This world is not our home. This life is short lived here on earth. There is 

something bigger and better. We are looking forward to a perfect life, lived in a perfect 

body with our Master. Everything around us, are but a moment. We sometimes live 

though as if we are here to live here forever and forget that we are making ready for our 

Bridegroom. 

 

Goshen means ‘drawing near’. This is the place where they stayed momentarily. As we 

are living on this earth, we ourselves should draw near to God. This should be our main 

vision. We are not short sighted. We do not live for the here and now, we have an eternal 
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purpose. We are people with a vision and mission. This world is just a stepping stone to a 

better.  

 

What we can learn from this bible passage is that just as in the days of Joseph and his 

brother’s in Egypt, so it is today. When they arrived, it was all good and well. As time 

passes, things changed. The first loved Hebrews became the hated. It was a Hebrew who 

saved them from death, both Egypt and Israel. Later this “Hebrew Nation” will be the 

hated nation. Enslave them, make things hard for them, drive them out, kill their babes 

etc.  

So it is today. It was a Jew who died on a cross for both Israel and the world while we all 

were in dire need of a Savior. Everything started off good, but soon anti-Semitism started 

and now we are at a point where the world try to destroy both Jew and Christian. They 

don’t want the people, who in actual fact are a blessing to the world.  Away with them, kill 

them, drive them out.  

The only problem for the them are: Egypt who oppressed Israel, became the hunted, 

became the cursed, became the slain. The very same thing are going to repeat itself. In 

the end, the God who fought for His people then, will do it again. He Himself will fight this 

fight and will prevail. The hunters of God’s people will become the hunted, will be 

destroyed forever. Now it feels like a burden, but one day, we will triumph with the King of 

kings and Lord of lords.  

 

Who will fight against God YHWH and prevail? No-one! 

 

 

 

Shalom Blessings 

Pastor Venessa Holtzhausen 

14 January 2020 
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