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Parashah 7: VAYETZE He went out. Genesis 28:10-32:3; Hosea 12:13-14:10; John 1:43-51 

Portion outline: Genesis 28:10 Jacob’s Dream at Bethel; Genesis 29:1 Jacob meets Rachel; 

Genesis 29:15 Jacob marries Laban’s daughters; Genesis 30:25 Jacob prospers at Laban’s 

expense; Genesis 31:1 Jacob flees with family and flocks; Genesis 31:22 Laban overtakes Jacob; 

Genesis 31:43 Laban and Jacob make a covenant 

 

Jacob's Dream 

 

Gen 28:10  And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran.  

Gen 28:11  And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was 

set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that 

place to sleep.  

Gen 28:12  And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached 

to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.  

Gen 28:13  And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy 

father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;  

Gen 28:14  And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the 

west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 

families of the earth be blessed.  

Gen 28:15  And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and 

will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have 

spoken to thee of.  

Gen 28:16  And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and 

I knew it not.  

Gen 28:17  And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the 

house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.  

Gen 28:18  And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his 

pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.  

Gen 28:19  And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz 

at the first.  

Gen 28:20  And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way 

that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,  

Gen 28:21  So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God:  

Gen 28:22  And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou 

shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.  
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Gen 35:1  And God said unto Jacob: 'Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell there; and make there an 

altar unto God, who appeared unto thee when thou didst flee from the face of Esau thy brother.'  

Gen 35:2  Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him: 'Put away the 

strange gods that are among you, and purify yourselves, and change your garments;  

Gen 35:3  and let us arise, and go up to Beth-el; and I will make there an altar unto God, who 

answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went.'  

Gen 35:4  And they gave unto Jacob all the foreign gods which were in their hand, and the rings 

which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the terebinth which was by Shechem.  

Gen 35:5  And they journeyed; and a terror of God was upon the cities that were round about 

them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob.  

Gen 35:6  So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan - the same is Beth-el - he and all 

the people that were with him.  

Gen 35:7  And he built there an altar, and called the place El-beth-el, because there God was 

revealed unto him, when he fled from the face of his brother.  

Gen 35:8  And Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried below Beth-el under the oak; 

and the name of it was called Allon- bacuth.  

Gen 35:9  And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed 

him.  

Gen 35:10  And God said unto him: 'Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more 

Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name'; and He called his name Israel.  

Gen 35:11  And God said unto him: 'I am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a 

company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins;  

Gen 35:12  and the land which I gave unto Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy 

seed after thee will I give the land.'  

Gen 35:13  And God went up from him in the place where He spoke with him.  

Gen 35:14  And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He spoke with him, a pillar of stone, and 

he poured out a drink-offering thereon, and poured oil thereon.  

Gen 35:15  And Jacob called the name of the place where God spoke with him, Beth-el.  

 

 

קֹום ַקח ֵמַאְבֵני ַהמָּ   .verse 11: and he took one of the stones of the place ַויִּ

This stone later became standing-stone/pillar/as monument, personal 

memorial 

1a2) with an altar. He poured oil on it and this is the first instance of sacred 

anointing in the Scriptures. Gen 35:14  And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He 

spoke with him, a pillar of stone, and he poured out a drink-offering thereon, and poured oil 

thereon.  
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The place was consecrated for returning there and worship YHWH in the 

future. Later the implements and furnishings in the Tabernacle were 

consecrated by Moses.    

There are a few things that the writer mentions, and it is: 

1. Stone which became a pillar and sort of altar-35:7 

2. Ladder (mentioned only here in the Scriptures) 

3. Angels and YHWH 

4. Oil and drink offering 35:14 

5. Covenant Promise 

 

This is clearly a shadow of the Messiah. Let’s look at some more Scriptures.  

Psa_118:22  The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 

Isa_28:16  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 

tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

Mat_21:42  Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the 

builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is 

marvellous in our eyes? 

Eph_2:20  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 

being the chief corner stone; 

1Pe_2:6  Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, 

elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

Mat 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter (Petros; a piece of rock), and upon this 

rock(petra; a mass of rock) I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 

it.  

 

Let’s look at 

the word ןאב .  

The first two letters אב    is the word father. Father: the strength/support of the house. The 

last two letters of this Hebrew word בן means son. Son is the continuing of the house. Thus, 

when we look at the word ‘even’ it comes from the word ‘bana’ which means ‘to build’. But, 

when we divide this word we see the two builders. It is the Father and the Son. The Father, 

who we call Abba Father is the strength of this house and the Son is the one who continue 

this house through His crucifixion and resurrection and fivefold ministry (Ephesians 4:11) as 

we saw in the verses above.  
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Also, the stone represents a memorial/altar. This was the first thing you saw entering the 

Tabernacle. Altar for a burnt offering, also referring to the Messiah, becoming the whole 

burnt-offering.  

 

Then also an anointing took place, Christ is the Anointed of God.  

 

Angels ascended and descended upon Christ and when resurrected from the dead (He laid 

on a stone), He rolled a stone away! He became ‘the cornerstone’. Not a stone of shame, 

but Rock for the Church and also a stumbling block for the world.  

 

The crucifixion was a ‘gate of heaven’ that opened for humankind. Angels, YHWH, all were 

present, and we see that even in the Tabernacle all the above are present in one way or 

another.  

 

Christ is our ‘Covenant Promise’. HalleluYah.  

 

The name of the place was Luz. This is a very interesting name. This was the former place, 

but when the meeting took place, the name changed from Luz to Beit-El, meaning ‘House of 

God’. This is our former state when we were in the world, but after our meeting with the 

Messiah, we became the temple of the Holy Spirit. We literally became a dwelling place for 

God.  

 

I do not want to jump the gun, but when you look at Genesis 35:2, there is a pattern. 

1. Get rid of foreign gods 

2. Purify yourselves 

3. Put on fresh clothes 

Before Jacob went up to Beit-El, before the meeting, these things occurred. Before we can 

become the vessels of YHWH, we must go through the above procedure. Put aside all other 

things, worldly things, wrong stuff, purified by the blood of the Lamb and He is our 

righteousness, our linen garments.  

In 35:7 he called the place El-Beit-El. 

ֶבן  ם ַויִּ ְזֵבחַַ ,שָּ א ,מִּ ְקרָּ קֹום ַויִּ ֵאל -ֵבית ֵאל ,ַלמָּ  

Literally translated it is God-House-God. Thus, God of the House of God. When Jacob met 

God and truly come to know this God of his forefather Abraham, he could call him truly God 

of the House of God. It has a deeper sense. We see it in the vow of verse 20: 
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Gen 28:20  And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way 

that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,  

Gen 28:21  So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God:  

Gen 28:22  And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou 

shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.  

 

 

 

Jacob, who became Israel needed this encounter. He needed to know YHWH and not mere 

Elohim.  

The same is true in our lives. We either know Him by Elohim or YaHWeH, the covenant God. 

Be Blessed 

Venessa Holtzhausen  

6 December 2019 

 


