
Parashat Vayera 

He appeared — וירא 
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Parashat Vayeshev 

And he dwelt — וישב 

 
Judah and Tamar (Gen 37:1 – 40:23) 

 

 

“The parashah is made up of 7,512 Hebrew letters, 2,021 Hebrew words, 148 verses, and can 

occupy about 235 lines in a Torah Scroll” - Wikipedia.org 

 
This is a very interesting story. Judah marries a heathen and produces 3 sons. The first one does what 
is wrong and YHWH kills him. The second must raise children to his brother at Tamar and drop his 
seed on the ground and YHWH kills him too. Ever thought God could come at that point to kill 
someone? How it worked was that the oldest son got a double legacy. He also took the name of the 
family forward. But if the oldest was married, had no children and died, his brother next to him had to 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapters_and_verses_of_the_Bible
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take his wife and raise a child with her. The boy then received the double inheritance and the name of 
the oldest brother who died. Thus, God has planned for legions to be justified in the right family, and 
the widow also benefits. 
 
Well, two dead and Judah told Tamar to stay with her father, because his real reason was that he was 
afraid the youngest dies too. I mean, put yourself in his shoes. Everyone who was married to Tamar 
dies! But Judah did not keep his word to give the youngest to Tamar, which means date palm. Tamar 
hears of Judah who goes to Timna with his friend. It is thought that there was a Canaanite festival 
going on. Tamar dressed like a whore. The word whore has the letters k-d-s which is the same word 
for kadosh holy. So, Tamar has dressed like a temple whore. So, Judah went into a temple whore and 
was well aware of it. What does it tell us? 
 
The Torah (Pentateuch / first 5 books of the Bible) does not describe the heroes (in our eyes) as 
heroes. Their weaknesses are not at all disguised. There is no intention that we should praise these 
people, but God YHWH should only see as well. He alone is without blame or mistake. He alone is the 
one to be exalted. It is an outstanding fact of the Bible that people have mistakes and shortcomings 
but our God is without any of it. Jesus Christ is from the tribe of Judah and Tamar is mentioned in the 
register because the registry really wants our attention to this incident. She is portrayed as a woman of 
integrity and she is honoured to have her name in the registry. The fact of the matter is people fail, but 
God is faithful and will always be. Only His righteousness through Jesus Christ can make us 
acceptable to Him. Jesus Christ's blood paid the price. We were bought with a man's blood and can be 
happy today because our Saviour lives and His righteousness has become our righteousness. We 
cannot be saved by deeds, but through His blood, God's plan of salvation. 
 
“When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil 
desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death. Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all 
he created.” - Jam 1:13-18 
 
“Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister[a] or 
judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but 
sitting in judgment on it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and 
destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?” - Jam 4:11-12 
 
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you 
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were 
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 
wage war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. Submit 
yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme 
authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those 
who do right. For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish 
people. Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 
Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor. Slaves, in 
reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are good and 
considerate, but also to those who are harsh. For it is commendable if someone bears up under the 
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pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a 
beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 
commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that you should follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his 
mouth.” When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. “He himself bore our sins” in his body 
on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been 
healed.” For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls.” - 1 Pe 2:9-25 
 
“For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a 
people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.” – Tit 2:11-14 
 
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.” – Gal 3:28,29 
 
“Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once 
to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation 
to those who are waiting for him..” – Heb 9:27,28 
 
“But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went through 
the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part 
of this creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most 
Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. The blood of goats and 
bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that 
they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we 
may serve the living God!” – Heb 9:11-14 
 
Shalom to you 

Venessa Holtzhausen 

www.vhministry.net 
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