
Parashat Vayera 

He appeared — וירא 
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Parashat Chayei Sarah 

Sarah lived - חיי שרה 

 
SARAH (Gen 23:1 - 25:18) 

 

 

Sarah (Noblewoman) dies at the age of 127 years. She is the only woman in the Bible whose age, 

death and burial is mentioned. Honour is bestowed upon this remarkable woman. Isaac (Laughter) 

should have been 37 years old at this time. Sarah’s death is described as follow according to the 

Artscroll English Tanach: 

 

The Sages teach that the narratives of Sarah’s death and the Akeidah follow one another to 

indicate that she died as a result of that event. Told by Satan that Abraham had actually 
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slaughtered Isaac, she cried out in grief, and died. (Targum Yonasan) This explains why 

Abraham and Isaac were not present at her death.  

 
How would we have seen the death of a loved one? The purpose of burial is not to dispose of the 
corpse, rather burial is the beginning of the recreation process. The burial process re-connect 
man to his source allowing him to be recreated and emerge in a perfected manner determined 
by his actions when he was alive. A body not of this world but destined for heaven or hell. The 
Hebrew word for grave is “kever” which is also the Talmudic term for the womb. The grave 
represents the beginning of eternal life in the same manner as the womb is the home for a new 
child.  
 

In this chapter are also the uses of a business transaction. Abraham must first sort out family 
responsibilities and it is to get a grave for his loved one. In verse 10 we read about this business 
transaction. There are witnesses. They bend for each other. People of the "Gate", which means they 
are the people who resolve matters and make decisions, almost like a council. In verse 15, Efron 
(Powdered) calls the price, and his entire performance shows that he did not really want to give away. 
His whole attitude expresses hesitation and he also deserves a very high price for the piece of land. 
 

Something that is very remarkable about Abraham is that he did not act as a "beggar" to anyone. In 
Genesis 14: 22-24 Abraham had the opportunity to take and enrich himself, but it did not happen. He 
raised his hand, which meant that he had oathed that he would not take anything. Then again here in 
chapter 23, Abraham insisted on a price on the ground by value at that time. It was not just a cheap 
piece of land. It was also a very "big" price that Efron asked. Abraham was a man of integrity and 
certainly not God's beggar. He understood the promise of God’s covenant. Understanding the power 
and the legitimacy thereof, those who blessed Abraham, did so out of respect and fear of Adonai, the 
God of Abraham. Even in Acts 7:16 it was made clear that Abraham had bought the land. 
  

Note that Judas' door for Satan to use him was money. His hand was in the pocket. He helped himself. 
Later he betrayed the Messiah for money that eventually cost him his life. How many betrays the 
Messiah still today for money? Bring messages that open the wallets of people. God is openly made a 
"merchandiser" by messages if you give “x” amount now, then you will get an amount within a week or 
so. It's a shame and makes the gospel cheap. Some are "humble" like Efron, but their hearts are not 
really sincere. 
 

Acts 8:18-24 Simon sees the gifts that operate and presents "MONEY" for it. Note that verse 13 says 
he became believer and was baptized. Peter addressed him sharply and said, "Your heart is not right 
before God." In verse 22, he calls it an EVIL. It is also the same for anyone who thinks they can control 
minister with their money or buy a place in the church or gain stature with their tithes and offerings. For 
those Act 8:20 applies. 
 
Also see Acts 24:26. We call it bribery. The Bible does not mean Paul has fallen for this. Acts 4:32 - 
5:11 Ananias and his wife wanted to be "IN" by selling land and bringing the money, but they just could 
not bring themselves to bring the whole sum as the others. So they brought the money under the 
"intention" that it was the whole sum. Peter states in Acts 5:3 that it was of Satan and they lied to the 
Holy Spirit. Nobody forced these people to do it. It was a free choice. However, their longing was for 
"position" and also to be in, but their hearts were wrong and it cost their lives just like in the case of 
Judas. 
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The king of Sodom was very evil. He thought his possessions could make an impression on Abraham, 
but it did not matter to this man of YHWH. The devil perceives the things of man and one of them is 
that people think "money" defines them. It does not work with God! He is the opposite of the norms 
and practices of this present world. 
 
Should we now live like poor people? Matt 7:7-12 is very clear that we must ask the Father who will 
give us the "good" things, but Heb 13:5 condemns "the love of money", but also gives a promise. 
 
Each leader is tested with money just like Abraham. If God cannot even trust you with money, can He 
trust you with people who are His heart? 
 
I recommend to you the series of Pastor Robert Morris: "The Blessed Life" that sets Biblical financial 
principles from giving out of love, not giving to receive but with the right attitude. 
 

Psalm 37:26 – “He loves him all the day, and lends himself, and his seed is a blessing.” 
 
Shalom to you 
 
Venessa Holtzhausen 
 

www.vhministry.net 
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